A description is made of a new form of Brachionus variabilis found in zooplankton samples collected in the Orinoco River. This is also the first record of this species in Venezuela.
Introduction
In a long term study of zooplankton from the Orinoco River and some floodplain lakes 116 rotifer laxa have so far been identified (Vâsquez 1984) of which 36 species are new records for Venezuela. This group is an important element of the zooplankton in terms of abundance and species richness (Vâs-quez 1984 , Vâsquez & Sanchez 1984 . Brachionus and Keratella represent two of the most important rotifer genera found in the Orinoco floodplain lakes. Samplings were done in the river at high water (September 1985) and low water (April 1986) to analyze longitudinal distribution of zooplankton in a river section of some 900 km. Qualitative analysis of samples collected with a 45 fim plankton net from the center and both margins of the river revealed the presence of a Brachionus variabilis form not previously described in the literature ( fig. 1-2 ). This is also the first record of this species for Venezuela. In South America, this species was first discovered in Peru ; other records have been reported for the Pampa, Patagonian and Andean zoogeographical areas (Koste & De Paggi 1982) .
The purpose of this paper is to present a taxonomic description of this new form of B. variabilis. Ruttner-Kolisko (1974) and Koste (1978) include B. variabilis within the urceolaris group. Form differentiation in this group is mainly based on foot opening shape, the shape of the ventral anterior margin of the lorica, sculpture and outline of the lorica. Ahlstrom (1940) presents a detailed description of the species indicating that « This species may be readily recognized by the subquadrate plate projecting over the foot orifice ». B. variabilis from the Orinoco presents a smooth, flexible, and transparent lorica of heraldic outline without posterior spines and with short anterior spines. Median anterior spines are a little longer than the others. In dorsal view a quadrate plate projects over the foot opening and extends beyond the lorica vent rally covering the foot 
Taxonomic description

Discussion
The most important morphological feature which assigns this new form to the type species as des cribed by Ahlstrom (1940) is the presence of a subquadrate extension of the dorsal plate over hanging the foot opening. Similar extension, but triangular or rounded have been reported for diffe rent forms of B. caudaius. The new form differs basi cally from the type species by the shape of the foot opening, by the wider caudal section and by a shor ter ventral lorica. Even though a true basal plate is not present in the new form, in lateral view its cau dal section resembles the basal plate of B. bidentata. This plate-like base is even more similar to that illus trated by Koste & Shiel (1983) for B. urceolaris serieus f. africana.
In our case, this new form has only been obser ved in samples from the Orinoco River waters {average values for dates of collections : Temperalure : 28.3° C ; DO : 6.5 ; pH : 6.6 ; conductivity : 40 ,<s cm -'). Some specimens were collected carrying eggs which suggests an ability for the species to develop in this lotie environment.
